
Funeral homily for Sandy Oliver and Rose LaChance 

As a young child my dear mother—God rest her soul—warned me to beware of danger. She insisted that 

I should never cross to the other side of the street unless I was accompanied by an adult, preferably a 

relative. Crossing an icy, slippery road could prove to be dangerous, not to mention all the cars traveling 

at excessive speed. A safe, secure hand was needed to help me overcome my fears as an impressionable 

child. 

Imagine you are a child of four or five and needing to cross Pawling Avenue alone. That could be a little 

scary! 

 Once I crossed to the other side of the street I was relieved. Mission accomplished! I was safe. 

We human beings need a friend who takes us by the hand and accompanies us to the Father’s house. 

We need someone who knows the way well.  

And God, with His love for us, sent His Son not only to point it out to us but to become Himself “the 

Way”. 

Whenever a funeral mass is celebrated we become aware that we are only pilgrims in this world. An 

eternal home is prepared for us in heaven. 

In the words of the Hebrew poet, the Psalmist, “Only goodness and peace shall follow me all the days of 

my life and I shall dwell in the House of the Lord”. 

Life has a destination.  

In one of the prayers of the Funeral mass, the priest says, “Lord, for your faithful people life has 

changed, not ended. When the body of our earthly dwelling lies in death, we have an everlasting place 

in heaven.” 

In the face of death every reason for human pride disappears and instead what truly matter comes to 

the fore. 

Everything comes to an end; every one of us is passing through this world.  

Our deceased loved one has crossed the threshold of death. Her pilgrimage has come to an end. 

My dear friends, you, too, played an essential role in preparing your beloved loved one to cross to the 

other shore of life. Your very presence in her life made a difference. 

At a time known only to the Lord, our earthly journey will come to an end. Let us pray that when the 

hour of our death comes we will be reunited with our deceased loved one forever. 


